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Report of the Proceedings of the 68th Annual Conference 
held at: 


Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, /,C, 1, on Friday, Saturday am Suntay, 


Slst March, lst and 2nd April, 1972 
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Telegates Branches 


vendances at Oonfereme; 
present represent 1 


+4 
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Friday morning 355 16 
afternoon 54 16 
Saturday OO 16 
Sunday mortiting 27 16 
aftorneon 35 16 


Hacknoy Branch not reprosontod throughout Conferonco, 


Dologates from Merseyside Branch woro allowod to sit without crodoutials by 
Confcronco Resolution, 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


—_—— een we we eS 


Tneane Expenditure 
Friday ee, £ wpe ia Hall Hire £110.00 
COLLGss300 — —— Gratuity 5. 00 
Literature sales De" Delegates Exs, 59,00 
Canteen purchases 21,85 
Saturday Collection 9,355 . ' ” 
Literature sales 39 a ah 
rake) 
Sunda Collection 15,08 Baa 
Literature sales 59 £139.94 
Canteen 52,79 
117,94 a 
. prem 
Book Seles 22,00 
£139 94 


comrade J, Edmonds wes elexted qch&irman L2-ni. 
vomrade E. Guy was elected Vige-chairman li-nil 


iF 
Standing Orders committee agreed to ant as Tellers. 


Tem for Disgussion, "Should E,c, membtrs oncupy the qiair at Delegate 
____ camden = is Met ings ami conferen,es? 


Devereux, camden, speaking for himself rather than the whole of the Brangh = 
Tae annual review at conferenge is of the work of the E,c, and mSmbers whose work i> | 
veing reviéwed, chairman should not be in a nosition to influence the debate, | | | 
However “mich the chairman is under the control of fonference the Party should™-be a*.- ) | 
*\feel ,onfident that the year's work is being dis,ussed in a ,ompletel y~ objective 
manner, E,¢c, members have the right to speak if their work is being dic..ussed, 

Mey, Westminster: Woe are opposed to this, E.q, members are not a raqe apart. 


this proposition savours of ‘they’ and tus', If a chairman appears tc be unduly 
Olased he gan be voted out of the chair, 


‘tem for Discussion, “Function of the E.g, Should they meet fortnightly, 
‘estminster = —=—s—s—s« de egattion to sub-committees of routine work", 


~ 


(taken in ,onjunction with Resolution from Haringey: "This conferen,e instructs 11 
E.Ce tO arrange its business so that it oan normally meet fortnightly”). 


| 
) 
| 


Bui,k, Haringey, Rule 13 says that the E.c, shall meet at least onge a fort 
night so ott resolution does not ,onfli,t with Party rules, Thors has been a 
problem recently to get members te stand for the E.g, possibly because they ars 
required to turn up every week in the year, A ftrtnightly E.c. wourtd help to solvs 
this problem, There should be & definite instruction from conferen;e to the E.c. * 
enénd their Standing Orders which at present requires a weekly moeting, and the Ev. 
Géeision should be mad# before nominations for a now E,t, are sent sut, A faortnigttiy ) 
meeting wotld be suffi,ient if less time wore spent diszussing policy matters whk,.h ii 
are nO cOn,ern of the E,c, but of the Party and in dis,ussing trivual routine | 
matters, May, Westminster, For the three sumér months the E,c. is experimeny) 
with fortnightly meetings but we do not think you can instruct the E.q, to do thin. 
Vaere are too many items on the E.q, table which could be dealt with by a sub- 

jsommittee but do we really want the E.U. merely to~0,K, payment of bills, read the | 
previous week's Mimtes and deal with eorresponden,e from Branghes? The E,q's main | 


role should be to initiate work in the Party, At the moment only one propaganda 
meeting is being arranged in Glasgow and one in Hyde Park, The E,c, should be more 
interested in this sort of activity, Mattinogley. Mid Herts, A fortnightly meetizg, 
would allow sub-committees +> ,hoos. the alternative week to meet, ani meners of ths 
E.c. would be free to sit on these sub -comaittees, making for better ,o-or_ ination. 


nce - oa 


Roeolution LOST. 12-52 


Item for Dis,ussion, “The need for a haniboik to explain the Party ae 
Glasgow, and duties of officials to new members", 

Vanni, Glasgow, It was a new menber who moved this because he fort 4 he at vt t bhi 
Pile Book did not fully provide what he wanted to kniw about the Party, I 
comprehensive booklet should be avuilabl.s along the lines of the old booklet w high 
was issued in 1935.by Glasgow Brangh which would immediately acquaint a me 


the workings of the Party, Westminster thought this a good idea in prtnetp pated, 
.8 not negessary to have a handbook, 


Pat 
FL, Resolution, Thomson & Knox, Glasgow: "That this conference recomonis * 
eonsider the need for a handbook for new members”, rat 
Comrade Wood, ‘lewisham here stated that she thought that we concentrated too m 
items for Disgussion rathtr than on the work of the Party during the year, gon 
Goodman, Westminster, inglined to agree but thought that in other years this 
really been any problem, The E.c, Report should take precedence but should 
preclude Items for Disgussion ~ it is usunlly Items for Disguseion which are 
not dealt with, hee OS 
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Item for Discussion, "hat coistitutes a satisfa,tory examination of an 
Westminster, applicant for merbership™? 


Westminster's main point was ‘that a basic knowletige of cponomias, i,e, Wat ts 
Guvplts value and where do profits ,ome fron should be .osidered of vital importan,e 
in do,giding a new member's fitness to Join the Party. Other membors thought it was 
a mistake to be too ambituous and Sxpect too much of a prospeative member = we should 
be cOngerned not only with e-onomigs but with the menbor's woeneral suitability to be 
a responsible member of the Party and to take part in tho activitioes’of the Party, 
New members should improve their knowledge by disgussion in the Bran,h, 


RESOLUTIONS 


Merseyside “This conference proposes the nae of the Party bo ,uanged to 'The 
World Sogialist Party’, 
Swansea Addendum; "Instrt after ths words 'The World Socialist Party’ the words . 
‘British Se,tor’ in brackets", . 
Swanson Addendum; “Insert after the words 'The World Socialtst Party’~the worms | 
‘and that a poll of the Party be held if this desision is earricd”, 


previous Delegate Meetings and planners: Thé rain point made here was that 
there are many groups now calling themselves 'sU,ialist’ and it would lessen 
confusion if we galled ourselves 'The W orld Sogialist Party’. It was also pointed 
out that another groups ,ould use our name, which would only add ,.onfusion, | 
Resolution LOST 14=31 | 
Swansea first Addendum LOST 838 


Haringey "This gotiferet,.e instructs the E,cq,. to prepare and id SE a list of 
conferen,e dé,isions and Party poll results for the period 1958-1972", | 


There was little dis,ussion on this restlution (which has eome up several times. 8t | 
; 
: 


Porter, EAPAneey.” This is self-explanatory, This work has boen done for the 
years 1952-1958 and to ,.ontinue it wuld be extremely useful to new merbers — it 
should be made available to all Bran ,hes, 


This seemed to be the general opinion of the delegates and Haringey offered 
to help in gea@piling this information, 
a 2D_30~ 


Merseyside: “This conferenge-regrets that nothing has been done F 
National Sti,ker campaign which was proposed ¢ - I 
Annual conferenze”, a 

FAinburgh: "This gconferengse deplorés the abt i aaae of - 
the 1971 Annual confertnee yon ae i 
"S.S" and National Sticker earpads 


1g eine > 


Gx . 


Merseyside thought the E,q, should have taken moz 
This was a floor regamentation only, When t 
athe onlyAesign fer stickers was regeived, 1 
whole is not inttrested, Beldwin, Eq, bs re 
the Party and you camot make a National stic 
Merseyside and Edinburgh, Although the Public 
iden it needed enthusiasm to do it in a resr 
this kind of a,tivity and the righty of privat 
A Manchester delegate interje,ted that 
Party merbers and we should be able to # ai 


Faringoy "That ‘this conferen-e instru,ts the E,q, to publish or to finance the 
publication of, as a separate pamphlet, the German translation of ssia 
1917--1967, perhaps under a different title, which appeared in the I,F,i", 


Vestminster Amendment: “Delete alt fran and ingluding the word ‘publish’ and replace 
with ‘enquire fran our ,omredes in Austria and Germany as to the 
desirability of our publishing or financing the publication of - Pussia 
1917-1-67 in Gorman in pamphlet form'”, 

Buisk, :aringey This publigation was setialised two years ago in the I,F,”, and has 

alr eady been translated into German, ‘which is the main language u8e? {fn gontral 

Lurope, Most of the original research work Has been done, AS so,ialiom nha 

world wide we shoul have published our basi, views on world capitalism ingludir 
those on Russia, We would expe,t the E,c, to enquire of our Austrian -anrades 

“shether they would publish it over there or whether we should publish it here, 

wash 1inster wanted to know who would distribute it and thought that the sAtstriaa 

omrades should be the final arbiters as to vhat they wanted printed, heme 

Wosteiaatests amendment, They may prefer ‘some othtr pamphlet, Svensea supported 
the amendment ~ dco we know whether thtse qamrades ean distribute them? Buick, I is 
true there are only a handful of our ,omrades in Austria and Germany but no wadays 
rany people get an opportunity to travel abroad and there is Hyde Park where durir 
che summer months there are visitors from other ,ountries, There is snortly #cirg 
to be another uprising in Eastorn Germany, We coul@ also get a list of Publi, 

Libraries in Austria ed Germany where we ,ould place our views on State capitalism 

in Russia, 

Yestminster Amendment CARRIED 29-12 

As sub-Res, CARRIED 33— 9 


Haringey: "This conferences instructs the E,c, to consider publishing a 
further edition of William Morris' ‘Art, Labour and Sogialism’ or 
some other similar work by Morris which would be valuable propagarmda 
for soO,ialicn", 

Lewisham, Amend, Delete all after ‘art, Labour and Sogialism'”, 

Vestminster Amend, “Delete tor parhaps some other similar work by Morris’”, 


Tis two amendments of Lewisham and Westminster whi-h wadved the pubi%-ation of 
tart, Labour ani’Socialism' only were both lost 20-25 and 18~27 respectively, ‘The 
The Item for Dis,usrion by Birmingham - "Should the Party use 8.are resourges to 
produgs the wrks of utopian Sosialists (such as W.Morris) which are largely of 


foto 


historigal interest“? ~ was dis,ussed together with tne above, 


Smith, Bixmingham, William Morris was a utopian sogialist, ‘Art, labour & 
Sopialisn’ is not valid in the 20th century and it is available in better editions al 


than we ,ould publish, We should keep our resources for other pamphisis, tonic - 
whig 


agreed and would prefer a re=print of~the Minifesto of the cormmnist Party 


out of print, Redbridge, This is a ,lassig work which has a lot to my regarding —— 


avt and puts inte prover perspective man's creative effort - also w have & very ; Ss 
good write*up in the Introduction, VAnni,Glas’gow disagreed that Morsis was a . 
uSopian Sogialist, He may have made ,ontradi,tory statements, si did Karl Marz aqi 
he is not utopian, In all essentials Morris was as much of a socialist as @NyORs — 
hose, The D, of P, of ths S,P,G,B, is largcly based on the D, of P, of the " 
Socialist League and how gan it be irrelevant if it st1d out in Suh a short t ee : ae 
orris had my,h to say about the nature of work in factories which is relevant tof.g, — 
2. Beet, were opposed to the resolution ani both amendments, Ws should spend ou, 
romney on our own pamphlets aand lesve other organisations to produce pamhict oi = 
this type. graig, Edinburgh, "Sonialism & Religion” (now out of print) ould bea 
mere useful pamphlet. ébridgo, Svensea, We are opposed to all threes e aS | 
that proati,ing pamphlets at ali is gettitig a bit out of date, Wo haves diff: ical 
our Breémyzh in selling them, Befors you konsider publishing 2 fresh : Git io. 1 01 
publ ishing old editions Ask yoursel?es, can we distributes be Polit 5: 
We should use our’ resourses specifically tc improve the "5S, 8”, _— _ 
P| ‘Art, Yabour & Sogialisn' is always a good selier but I persam Ai 
not negesnarily the best of William Morris from our point of vee 
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MMrxist - he ,culd have got into Westminster Branch begause he did kno 7 sanothing ate 
eronomies, We Am not in favour of publishing this bS;ause it iS ©: himrterical 
interest but bs,ause it is valuable propaganda for Socialiam, 


Resolution LOST 17-28 
Awansea "Shall we gontinue the produ,tion of Pamphlets?" 

An Anbridee.s Swensea, suggested we should have a look at the wodle ,oOncept of 
publishing pamphlets, Have a look at the table here ani at the stock of parmhicts at 
HO, ‘a ask yourselves, can we distribute them? The pamphlet idea is a bit out of 
iate and goes tack to the time when workers were semi=-illiterate, Wo Bhould go 


forward, not baskward, 5,W,Iondon thought this idea was mich too drastic, Wat 
should we produce? Just the "S.S"? Thomas, Westmins¥oer, As°a socialist organisation 
wo should have a basig library of pamphlets on the sogialist ease, Our Brangh thinks 
that our pamphlets lack topicakity, “The communist Manifesto and The Imst Hundred 
Years is a pamphlet for convinged socialists, The 'War' pamphlet - is there any ree” 
interest in the history of wat? Today war means war it Vietnam, Mid,Herts, Our 
pamphlet on Russia no longer carries the sare point bersause many people today undo 
stand that Russia is a State qatitalist ,ountry, Thdéy are now more interested in 
china, There are 10 or 12 articles in the "S,S" which would make a good paiphict,. 

Sir Tucins, Le Lewisham wanted to know - Wky we have not got out a pamphict on Ireland - 

it is needea urgently, Hardy, Pamphlets committee, With regkrd to having pamphi-e's 


in paper back form instead of stitghed, conference has already de,.idei this and the 
E.ce have this in mind naxt tine we have a pamphict ready for publication, The 
matter will be gone into thoroughly. Regarding the kind Sf pamphlets fublished, the 
Pariphlets committee does not operate on its own, Periodically we gct comrades 
passing a resolutidtn asking the E,c, to get out a pamphlet, or they draw up a list of 
half a dozen, I%t comes to the Pamphlets committee and what usually happens is that 
we get someone promising to do it am that is the last yoti hear of it, It 
blaning members who take on this work and then find they gannot do it, Re 
and Religion’, we have had about 20 resolutions asking for this~to bs revised az-l 
re-printed and we still have*not been able to get it done, I conection with 
topicality; there is a diffijulty here, We do need to say some basic things which 
cannot be covered adequately in a leaflet or Short parmhiet, Re the *War’* pamphlet, 
this does sags only deal with Russia, china ete, - remernber that in the sre 
pamphlet we sst out to show that the S,P,G,B, has an attitude to war sae 7° 
and you sail backgroumi, You ean, however, get out a leaflet on — Bie 
had a paumhlet now on Iretand, in 12 months it will very erat bee da 
With short pamphlets you ,an got over part of the problem b; 
to date, But remember, whatever conferengs may décide, consti 


the job, | aoa , 


The chairman here ruled that Merseyside cannot withdra 
Reles 10 and 17, 


is nS use 
*Socialisn 


Merseyside “This conference is of the opinion that 
needed in addition to the "S,S”", ive, Re 

Swansea, Amendptnt; “Delete the words ‘addition + yt 
‘place of' and delete the word ‘newsp er! 

‘Socialist Journal'”, le 


Edinburgh, Addendum; ‘if printed on the Party's pre 


a? 


Ambridge, Swansea, No-one will object to the 7 
journal, The "S,S" has served its purpose, doing a 
important line of propaganda we have at the momen 
because wé have only a monthly journal and the 
realistic method left to us for propaganda, 
possibility of a fortnightly journal we 1 fe 1 
préctigal', In my view it is an pate 
back is ourselves, We have overcons 
the "S,S” and if we make up our minds” 
of the "4,8", Manchester, There ro 
theoretical Marxist jotrnal dedling w: 
journal putting the sogialist ease, 4 


a 


Se 
Wey, Weetzinster. We are opposed to the Swansea Amondment, and though we simpport 
4he idea behind the resalution the Branch agreed to abstain, Ambridge spoks . 


omoticnally of our need for a more frequent journal, What is against a fortnirphtly 

rs S" is the S.P.G.B. itself, its membership, At the moment wo have a monthly 

journal which, for one reason or amther, does not sell more than 4,500/5, 000 copies, 

.e should remember the Item for Disguss ion at the Del,Metting, At that time a . 

majority of the membe¥s were agreed that although in principle it was an extremely 
cood thing we had to gut our coat accordingly, <A resolution went’forward askine the 

E.c. to look into the possibilities of produging an additional socfalist journal, 

bi-monthly, during the three summer months when opportunities for sirulation arm 

better than in be,ember, Janucry and February, The E,c, passed it to the S,.S,Pic, 

and the central. Organiser, myself, Fora long time nothing was done, Obviously the 

S.S.P.ce has more on its plate than it can deal with and I Have enough mycelf, 

I went into thts question pretty thoroughly, I got up a mock edition of the "S,5”, 

with prices from the printer for 2,3,4 and 5,000 gopies of news print, I put this 

to ons member ‘of the S,5,P.c, who thought I was being far too anbitious, I put i% *v 

the E.c, but gollegtively I do not think they used a scrap of imagination abdut tis 
whole issue, The ,ost for three issues would be about £1,000, The E,c, discusses 
it for approx, 15 to 20 minutes and although some manbors of the E.,c. were in favouw 
nothing was done, It is now too lave to @o anything for this summer, The Bc. bai 
an exanple before them which they ,ould @nsider ani perhaps go forward, But what 
argtments did they put up against it? - Who would write for it? Who will edit it= 
we gannot get nominations for the existing S.S.P.q. anyway, Therefore its not on- 

I think they went the wron® way about it and as long as conference and fhe Party are 
prepared to let the E,q,. act in this way you will never got anything excopt a . 
monthly journal, An editorial ,ommittee for a fortnightly journal ,ould have been | 
found if the E,c. had taket the trouble, but they let it slide. "We have not the fi 
rosources to do it nor to eirqulate it" , The vhole thing neéds more enthusiasm | 
both from the E.c, and from the Party generally, It is practical, if not ona 
regular basis, at least for the summer months, I think there are a tumber of 
members who, if asked, would have been willing to fom another Produ,tion comnittes 
for three issucs of an additional jourrél, 

Wood, Lewishan, Some of the ~omrades at the 1945 Hlection would have 
turned in their graves if they knew what happened at the last Election, In those 
days Party members worked, Today, Tuesdays at H,O, &re like a morgue, T traved’ 
to H,O, ftr three hours to get out the "S,S" to Bran,hes, let alone sell copies to 
vhe public. It is no use saying we need a fortnightly "S.S" unless you are 
propadred to work for it and do it yourselves, It is not the E,c's faul$S - it is 
Brench members, | 

Vanni, Glasgow, We must ,onsider the real situation, Members at the last 
Del,Mseting voted for a pious resolution that wo sHould try this, It is eonsy at 
conference to my it is a woniterful idea but the actual business of getting down to 
it is different, comrade May spoks rather harshly Mbott the E.c., objections but thoy 
are nevertheless very real, This can only be a practical possibility when you get 
%oo many nominations for the E,c., when you got a surfeit of material for publi- 
cation in the "S,S", That wili be the time fo¥ thinking in terms of another 
journal, Redbridge, opposed, We should be competing with other journals, We 
should bear in mind that we have something more important to say than to 
dessininate mere news, Devereux, Camden, In the "S,S" we try to provide 
continuous statements about the fundamental quality of the Party's case in relation 
to issues which crop up, I want to be sure before delegates commit themselves to 
cupporting the idea of ancther paper that it will be of the sans calibre and not 
deal with the mere trivia of the daily news and not be canmpeting with othor 
organisations who are providing this kind of thing, If it is only to bo a ca meni 
on news which happens to be in the public eye at the tine to keep up with the 
political journals of the time we should have nothing to do with it, 

Soigot, Mid,Herts, Before Mid,Herts, would be in favour of a second journal we 
would have to see gn inerease in the sales of the "S,S", Do not kill the "S,S" by 
trying to distribute yet another journal, Baldwin, E,C, The "S,S" already runs 
at a loss every year, How long can we drain our resources away like this? ‘The 
yard-stick of the matter as to when we are ready, willing ani abls to launch a 
fortnightly publication , which I would like to ses, is vhen the "S,S" is selling 
6,000 to 10,000 a month regularly so that wo have resources in term: of money ani 
writers, s 


Ameniment LOST 8 —- 56 
Resolution LOST 14 =~ 2¢ 


xloor _Resolut ion Vestminster, 


6, 


"Mat this Conference rocommends the E,C, to 

May & are sana prepare a full report for subm ission to the 1972 Dslagate 
Meeting for the production of an additional journal cna 
fortnightly basis during the summer months of 1975", 

CARRIED 31-2 


Overseas Contacts Secretary's Report, I would refer to the item in my report which 
says that an appeal has been made by the Group in Augsburg for financial assistance 
and for a German speaking. contact for closer correspondence and help, There haves 
been no money and no translations, Various letters have been exchanged between tho 
E.C. and myself and the Comrades ‘Jceaver, There seems to have been considerable 
delay and misunderstanding in this matter and no help of any kind, andj no 
explanation has been given to the somrades in Augsburg, since the matter was first 
raised in November last, I am not suggesting that they should be sent money but it 
is urgent that they receive help in the way of German translations, The Augsburg 
Group have now agreed to adop% the D, of P, of the S.P,G,B, 


General Secretary, This Group is a small group in Augsburg, as far as we are con- 
eorned mainly made up of one individual who has a leaning towards the Party, On 
information from the Comrades Weaver they run two opposing journals, We have also 
been asked to send them financial assistance, but in the E,C's view, and taking the 
advice of the Overseas Contacts Secretary, it has been decided no money should be sent 
at this time, The Group has never at any time written officially to Head Offices, 
We are now told for the first time that Manruf, one of the journals they publich, 
has adopted the D, of P, of the S.P,.G.B, The Group should have informed us of this, 
This is the one publication which the Comrades Weaver have told us we should not be 
involved in and I am shocked that our D. of P, appears there, There may appear to 
have been delay in dealing with this matter but the fact remains that we have always 


been in touch, 


Floor Resolution, Smith & McDomenh, "This Conferense asks the E.C, to distribute 
to Branches all information relating to the Overseas Contacts 
Secretary's criticisms of their actions regarding the Group in 
Augsburg", LOST 12-13 


ITEM for DISCUSSION 


Westminster; "Ways and means of making better use of the contents of os. 
of the Companion Parties and mathods of improving their ef 
also the necessity of ensuring that Companion Parties are 
in all Party literature”, 


a5 


May, Westminster, We think it is essential that copies of : 
journals should be listed regularly in the "S,S", ALt. pone i 
do this as far as possible, there are many osoastone™ 

are other,journals being elrculated by a vorld socl 1: st 3 
every time, We also do not help our Parties overss 
sufficient eopies of the ‘Western Socialist’, *Fule: 
"Ss,.S”", instead of having that little 2X2 square, » 
Slip where all the journals of Companion Parties a i 
blank page at the back so that an article is not sr ds 
to re-print an article, perhaps from ‘Fulcrum’ or the 
with acknowledgment, 


“a 


The Genoral Secretary here read a letter he had 
Internat ional Secretary, stating that hoe had alreac 
the lines suggested by Westminster, on the basis of 
"Ss.5", 'W.S', tFulerum’, the S,P, of N.Z, 'Viewpe inte 
Belgium Garmany, Israel, Singapore ete, paying ¢ 11 ¢ 
Westminster's idea of having re-prints in the | 
Parties’ journals - it would help to give the 
lie 
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76 


"The poss ibility of ostablishing an intermal Party Journal, solely devoted 
to the development of Marxist theory", 


T1165 Kaling read a very lengthy exposition of his four nain points; 
1, The vital importance of theory in the develomont of socialisn, 
2, Much of what the Party says relies on the develomont of theory, 
ur 4 


3. That the Party has spent some time in developing theory in many fields, 
4, That many areas are still in need of a great deal of development, 


Sound theory means sound practiss, Our present medium for this,ithe "S,S", is not 
suitable for the task, It seems to have two roles —- firstly, the presentation of 
basic socialist propaganda to non-socialists and secondly, the development cf thoory, 
The "S,S" is not adequate to fill both these roles, We should have an internal Party 
journal entireiy devoted to Marxist theory, Ealing Branch, however, does not went 
the resurrection of ‘Forum! or any journal that could possibly degenerate as ‘Foru' 


bed 7 
T4A 
VA Le 


There was considerable discussion on this item, various points being made both for 
and against an internal Party journal for Marxist theory, 


Judd, Lewisitam did not agree that the "S,S" is not suitable for the expression of 
Marxist ideas, In the past we have had some very thorongh articles on Marxist 
theory ~ it is up to members to write them, What is so mysterious about Marxist 
theory that it re,uires an internal Party journal? An inter—Party journal could les? 
to the confusion such as we have had in the past, May, Westminster, Nobody is 
opposed to the development of our ideas on the theories of Marxism, ‘here we disagree 
is on the best mathod of expressing them, The "S,S" oamot play a dual role, It can 
comment on every-day activities in the political world ami the world in general, but 
I wuld say that the "S,S" is not the A.B.C. type of journal for people who know 
nothing about politics, It also has a role in developing Marxist theory, We could 
have a two-page article on Marxist theory but to have the "S,S”" entirely devoted to 
this would kill it, ‘We should resolve amongst ourselves what role the "S,S" should 
playin the future, Buick, Haringey, Against an inter-Party journal, ‘ve think 

the "S,S" should be used for propagating and develiazping socialist theory, ‘hat are 
the implications of this? The previous two speakers suggest that Marxiam has 

already been doveloped ani we have finished with it, but we understand the word 
‘developing’ to mean something different - to involve discussion and conflict in 
different points of view rather than in propagating settled views, 

Barlthrop, Edit, Committee. spoke at length of the publication of ‘Forum’ which at 
first had been fairly successful as a theoretical papor but became unpopular because 
of arguments between verious members of the Party, It was finally elosed down by 

the E.C, because it was using Party funds, The Party should have two papers, a 
propagandist paper and another in which weightier material sould appear, He was 
against an inter-Party journal ~- "we should never have a paper that we do not wish 
our opponents to get hold of", Ambridge, Swansea, The period of *Forum' was a 
most dist ressing one, You samnot learn all the ins am outs of Marxiam theory by 
having an inter-Party journal, Do nt use the term 'Marxist' too readily - 
‘socialist theory' is better, and this can best be learned through Bramh discussion. 
Nover again sLould we produce a journal that is not suitable for outsiders to read, 
Bal.dwin, E,C, JI welcome this debate, If the "S,5" were fulfilling its function 

this discussion need never have appeared on the Agenda, The "S,S" has always been 
able to function both as a propaganda and an educational journal, If today it 
ondlessly eomments on passing trivia the deficiency can be remedied, The "5,5" has 
suffered from the lack of any S,P,G,B, analyses of the Leninist and Trotskyist 
yrguments and their contemporary organisations ani groupings, ‘hat have the Tony 
Cliffs added to socialist theory? These sort of people end by voting fr the Labour 
Party, Why keep our theory to ourselves? This is an introvert attitude, "Wage 


labour & Capital” clearly demonstrates the opposing interests between capital am 
labour, Marx covers the whole spectrum of social interests, 


During Jomrade Young's eontribubion which followed Conference pmceedings 
were unfortunately interrupted by a group of people coming in to distribute "An 
Spen Letter to the &,P,G,B', written apparently by a group calling themselves “The 
Situationists”, The Standing Orders Committee and other comrades did their best to 
hustle them out so that Conference could proceed smoothly, This was taken exception ae 
to by a few mambers and a resoluvion of protest was handed to the Ghaimman, Commafie 
Guy, It was then decided by a vote of 26-7 that this resolution be deferred ill . ee 


& ipmeee | 
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ond of Conference, Later on the wring of the resolution was altered to reads 


A,Johnston, Edinburgh, "That this Conferences, whilst not condoning the action of 

R,Miller, Zaling. the Situationists in disturbing proceedings, regret the 
attitude of certain members who forcibly expelicd members ond 
nozm-members from the Conference”, 


The Chairman, Comrade Edmonds, refused to accept this on the grounmis that it was not 
Conference business and because it was obvious that the majority of delegates wore 
against hearing it, 


Hardy, EC, suggested that some of the discussion shows too much interest in past 
oontroversies, You can have too much of this sort of thing - it is all very well 
for students, 1e world is flooded with the works of Marx, People like Tony Clift 
may do some useful work but it has not kept them on a straight line or done them ary 
good, Cur object is to explain wiat is going on in the world today ami we should uu 
Marx *o explain them, We say shat Marx of all the economists can best explain the 
economy, We offer an explanation of inflation in which Marx is unsurpassed, but 
our attitude is not that of Christ towenis the bible, The S,P.G,.B. is indebted to 
Marx although we may have rejected some of his ideas, Do not overload the matter with 
past ecnatroversies — you do not need to revive them, Marx wrote voluminous works, 
aan when he wanted to get to the workers he produced simple pamphlets such as 

era Labour & Gapital', It is not the job of the S,P,G.B. to overload our 

siterature with past controversies, We should understand the vay things are ani the 
ou they are moving and bring it down to the level for publication, This can be dorm 
in the "S,S" or in a second journal, but I would hope it would not turn out to be 
involvei with out-dated enquiries into past events with results that do not justify 
the effort, 1.06, = Left-Wingers etc, 
DP, Iawsence, Lewisham, I have long thought that arguments with present-day Left- 
Wingers and a on past history add little to our propaganda efforts, ‘fr should 
beware of the view that the last word has been said on sapitalism and that there is 
no need for controversy and discussion, In fact we have barely applied Marxian 
theory to the nature of modern eapitalism, There is scope for discussion in 
applying Marxian theory on the development of the productive forces in general, the 
way in which capital ascumulates, the diversification of labour eto, Baling: My 
emphasis was intended to be on theory, not on internal, socialist theory or Marxist 
theory - it is the same thing, Vhat is needed is a Marxist theoretical journal, 


A good editorial committee could prevent it from deteriorating in the wey that 
Forum cid, 


AMENDMENTS to Rulez These were all lost with the exemption. of 
amendment to Rule 22 which was CARRIED 29-17, The Rule now sta 


"Rach Branch shall be entitled to send two dele eaves 
members and one additional delegate for overraal shez 
to Branches formed within the previous six r Ss s] 
with the consent of the Conference, VYhere Bra 
full number of delegates the votes of their dé: 
where definite instructions have been cra (, 
and Chairman) shall count according to the rey 
Branches ars entitled”, } 


SULE 2 Merseyside Delete Rule 2 ent rely 


Gamden Amend, "That the wrds "Hach r 
be deleted and ceptanal' 
calendar month'" 


Swansea laa 
Edinburgh "Delete '5p (1s,0)* in th 
Glas gow "Deloto from the word 


word 'The' on the * 


3. 


Merseyside "Delete the last sentence" LOST 19-25 


‘ 
-— ee owe 


dinburgh Avend, "and replace with 'A wnaep high taking up 
residence abroad can only remin a member if 
1ere is no Companion Party in that country" INST 19-24 


6 Birmingham "That Rule 5 be addended ‘nor shall he belong to 
=~ religious organisation, or write or speak for 
ny religious organisation except in opposition" LOST 18-24 


Merseyside “Delete Rule 9 entirely" LOST as_ under Rulo 2 


——~_ 


slasgow Amend, “Delete ‘purchase dues stamps from H,0, at the 
rate of 4m (94)' and insert "pay H.0.4p'” LOST. 20-29, 


Daride 1. "That the words '4p (9d) per week' be deleted 
replaeed by '20p per calemar month'"* FELL 
Edinburgh “Delete '20p per calendar month’ - replaco with 
'S> ner week't " FELD 
“> 2 - eV ae —-o eee 


ROL Merseyside "Delete Rule 10 entirely” - Withdrawn by vote Cd,19-L0 
Owa mea "2dd at the emi of Rule 10 ‘and leaflets 
expressing Party policy*”, LOST. 20-256. 
PUI 16 Westminster "Delete Rule 16 entirely” LOST 12-23 
| 
z 1? Werseyeide “Delete from the first sentence ‘publish and 
oontrol the Party literature'" LOST 7-28 


Swansea "Insert in line two after the words ‘Party 
literature’ the wrds ‘that is any journal,pamphlet 


ed ‘let in the nane of the Party natio nally'ant 
delete in line six after the words ‘Socialist 


Parties abroad’ the words ‘and otherwise generally 
rvise the wrk of the Party’ LOST 12-54 


There was little discussion on the above, Ambridge pointed out that this year 
have .7 Ameminents WD Ale 4 only one has becn carried, This ‘one’ 
netitutes a record! Mbpst yeer » have carried none, each year going through the ) 

Sane lengthy perfo rmanc voting, Branches should give more thought to this 


metter in future years, » mould as irselves, do wo really neec to try am amend ) 
the mules each yoar, J suggess that if a rule has been workable for about 10 years, | 
five years would be long emugh before we try to ameni it, 

‘OTUTIONS PELATED TO RULES: | 


reeyside "That Rule mmbers be corrected consecutively if any of the 
amfriInents to Rules 2,9 and 10 in the name cf Merseyside Bramh 


or . 


n That any amencmernts to Riles 2 ami 9 concerning the payment cf dues 
shall take effect as from lst January 19735" FELL 


‘ootminster Ament, “Delete 1975 and replace with 1972" FELL 


4. lontion "That this Oonference calls on the E,C, to hold a Party Pol: 
proposing to delete the words ‘or deposit! from Rule 15” IDST 3-42 


ms . . - Oa = 
sea fsnent, Delete the word ‘calls’ and ingert the word ‘instructs? 
after the wor "6 »nference’” x EL] 
A v + ~~ > . : ry) , 


er eee —— a 
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Item for Discussion: Wostminster: “loes the Party make tho best use of the 
obs Ve pe “ 
money allocated for publicity"? 


Nestminster . Publicity has two purposes - one, to make the Party known, 

tien two, to advertise Party literature, More imagination should be used, 
Instead of the advert, 'Ono Yorld' there should have been something on 
the Common Market, Thore is not enough initiative taken by the 


Publicity Uommittee and the E,C, in pushing Branches into propacanda 
drives, 


am 


Resolution: "The E,.C, shall not spend more than £100 on H,0O, without (1) fully 
Haringey reporting to a confereme or delegate meting or a special Party 


meeting (8) getting the approval of a confereme or delegate mecting or 
Party poll for the expemiture", 


Buick, Haringey, At the Delegate Meeting we heard that the E,C, was going to spse73 
Si,000 on H,O, premises ani we were appalled, This shows a wrong sense of pricritic 
We thought it should have been spent on Party propaganda, leaflets, pamphlets and 
Elections, The Premises Committee had this in mind before the Del.) iesting last year 
but it was not until the Del.,Mecting wae over that it was put before the E,C, We 
think £100 is a reasonable figure to spend on repairing ami maintaining Head Office 


without having to get permissicn from Confere PCC, Ambridge, Swarsea, Opposed the 
resadlution on the ground that, although they w ere opposed to spemiing £1,000, it was 
cidiculous te go from one extrane to the other, £100 today would only buy a ecules 
of gallons of paint, You shculd trust the Premises Committee ani the EC. 
E,Critchfield, Ealing, disagreed that the E.C, gives preference to H.O. premises as 
soon as they have money to spemi, Redbridge, £100 is much too meagre & sum, 
Mid,Herts, against the resolution - it is not realistic to tie the E.C, down too 
Sightiy. ) 
Gen 


Gen, Secretary, We 


Should get this matter into perspective, The idea behini the 
recommendation of the Premises Committee to the 2.C, was not necessarily to spend 
£1,00C, They w ere concerned with the care and maintenanss of old premises, We are 
ane forced i spend £500 or #400, and the Party should realise that we are not tne 
final. arbiters in how we spend eur money on premises. We have te go to the Iocaz 
Authority for clearance,ani remember we did ask far Branches't views, Now we are 
relying on the gensros ity of Party members whe happen tc be piper B smart ota 
We have carried out two sets of roof repairs, the painting ef ba ie ses has be 
completed, there have been sanitary improvements, the ate Bot. i whole - 
building ani mmy other minor improvements have been done ris | 

Vic ere now umer the eye of the Iocal Authority oe beg“ 
‘ur front door with its glass panels dees not cox W. 
Saturday evening meetings at H,.0, have intorfored 1 
development, The expenditure will be kept ¢ mt 
hdinburgh supported Haringey's reselution, ~ = 


Resolution: "This Conference feels that 4 
Merssyside ani should be made more attracti 
carteons, photographs, shorte: 


E4inburgh's Amendment to the above to * 


Merseyside, The reselution explains itsel 
interest to the ordinary man in the street, 
too cemplacent as to what goes in the "S,5" 
past, The content is decreasing, We de not 
more colour, something to brighten the hole 
"SS" come from the younger members of the P, 


Judd, Lewisham, I do not object to a fresl 
are we going to de with it? ‘that is the 
forward socialist propaganda and there 
effective way is to explain and ans 
by more colour ami pictures, or by 
I object strongly «x the stat 


monbers to prepare themselves to work on the Committee, We have now lost one of 


~' 


sctgne, I challenge Merseyside to say where you can find the same attitude and 


prone as in the "S,5%, Who do you mean by the man in the street? Colours and 4 
cartoons Will not make people think, Weidberg, Westminster was in favour of the : 
resalutien tut opposed to the amsriment, More eoleur and cartoons would help us to 
reas a Wider audience, We need more imaginative articles, 

,Critontiels, Bdit,Committes; I have a certain amount of sympathy with some >f the 

jess expressed by Merseyside ani feel that the "S,S" should do semething towarde 

oting this sort of attitude, without supporting in any way the resolution of 

eee We welceame criticism, You will see from our report thet two of the | 


¥aitorial members feel they have been on the Committee too long ~ there shculd be 


now members and fresh approaches, A constructive more here would be for other . 
our Editorial mombers but what sort of response do we get for nominations to fill 
chose vacancies? ‘The ones we have are still what we would describe as ‘'old' member:, 
Ro the resolution, wo ean use more colour, but as regards cartoons, they have to be 
— and there is no one in the Party who can compose cartoons of a high standard, 
d bearing in mind the size of *he "S,S", they have to be of a particular size, 
Something can be done, ef course, in regard to photographs, but they have to be 
found, where the copyright is held, and they cause an enormous amount of work = they 
aont pop out of the blue, We are cont imally asking mombers to let us have pheto- 
graphs but the result is nothing, Regarding larger print, the comrade who lays out 
the "S,S" thinks that the present print is the best size, We are not complacent 
about the "S,S" but many members are quite happy with the "S,S" as it is done today, 
Each issue contains abcut 15,000 to 20,000 wris, 
Yanni, Glasgow, epposing both the resolution and the amniment, we aze in favour of 
the "S,S" being mere attractive and we do not mind more colour in certain 
circumstances, The "S,S"” has been criticised throughout ite history, It seans 
that the "S,S5" has lost its tradition of an argumentative case, The idea that the 
"5,5" is of little interest to ths ordinary man boiks down to the fact that we are 
not making emugh progress, Members may think it is due t the way the "S,S" is 
laid ovt but it is due to the gap between oursslves and the ordinary mai in the 
street, The vast majority of people who buy it are not in agreement, What some 
rombers seex te want ie something like Red Mole, but what is the point? What do 
pictures ami cartoons imply te the crdinery reader? I am not convinced that 
photegraphr are all that important, bw do these things eaphasize what we are 
trying to got aorose? Mot at all, aml how can you argue a theoretical case in a 
shorter article? Perhaps we need two distinct journals, ons for propaganda ani one 
for theory, We heve to appeal to a eroes section of socisty ami we must get as mich 
material in the 3,8" as we can, Vhotograrhs are frivelous, 


Sess e-em ta 


EP Ee eet 


——— 


Tosolution CARRIED £4-20 


Rosolution: Merseyside; 


"This Conference feels steps should be taken for the "S, sn to be d 
through the vholesale newspaper trade” 
Edinburgh's Amendment to ‘instruct’ on the above was IOST 18-27, 


Merseyside, We are lesing money on the "8,5", What we need te a1 
Members do not seem to be ahle to distribute it satisfactorily, 
Members ehould find out what steps have been taken to do this in ¢ 
got come knowledge of newsagents, This is not the first time we have b 
investigate this question, It has been very well investigated, 
turned it down as they do not get emugh out of it ani they a 
{in the kind of journal we publish, Members of the Party have gt to 
there is no short out, May, Westminster, supporting Merseyside, f 
turned down in the past there is no reason why we should not try 
newspaper trade will not make a fortune out of the "S,S” but there 
who are prepared to sell the "S,S" ani thoy have come through thet 
members, If every Brauch ceuld got half a dowen scat a 
only ton "8,5" 1t weuld help - why not try? ISTL Dye 
Comrade Ambridge is wrong when he says that woleselens ew 
firms have been willing, They offered to distribute for a pe 
e trial period, They wanted £510 to distribute in Central 
Provinial cities am they slo wanted 50% discount, ani oor 


ae te 


> = 


tho “re ef the 5,5", 


Tnday the mst would probably be about one-third mem, 
Dale, Mid Herts, We dec idea to support this in principle just for amther try but 
personally I have little hope »f success, The whole trem today is t% eut eut 
things that dp nat soll well, like the "S,S", Yeu can dn quite a bit en 4 local 
level, It was "the EC, last time who turned this 

roject down through want of imagination ani spending £510, ‘The Publicity Committes 
at that time avproached distributors am mt their agreoment to distribute at a 
particular price, 


It enuld be linked with an advertisaxemt campaign in the 
particular part of London where it was being distributed 
try it, 


F- The E.C, aid not seriously 
This is the sert of thing we should not be afraid to spend money on, 


Buick, Haringey, in auppert, 


Rosolution CARRIED | 27-19__ 
Merseyside; “This Conference thinks it would be a geod idea if a cut out name and 
address insertion be included in our Literature to be sent by enquirers 
to Head Offices", 


Fai nburch émend:_ 


Delete the words 'This Conference thinks it would be a good idea if* 
and replace them with the words ‘That this Conference instructs the 
EC, that'*® . 


Birmingham, Added: and that the subscription frrm at present displayed in the "S,S" 
be amenied to read "post and package included!" 


May, Vestinster, supported both the Amendment ani the Resclution, 


Instead of the 
present subscription form why not include all the journals published by eur fraternal 
parti: 3 overseas and eur pamphlets? Have it right across the page, leave the back 
blank and make it look mrs attractivs, Birmingham suggetted, instead of leaving 
it blank on the back page, put our E,O, address, 

Anc ninent CARRIED 23-18 
Resolution as addemied - CARRIED 25-14 
As sub-f3solution 


Birmingham: “That the uresent systan -f dating the Stendard be discontinudl, being 
replaced by the year am « volume mumber" 
There was little discussion on this - 


LAD oH ee 
‘That a larger print type be used hr the i! 
This was considered already dealt witi 


Birmingham: 


Birmingham; 
"That a glossary of termes usei be incluc 


_ 
L , e 
ore ae 


Se: 
"Mat a section of the "S,S” be 
infomation they think night eid t 


_Birmingham;: 


May, VWestmi. nsbers in support, Ws sheuld - 
journal, che he "S,S" circulates ever a wid ¥* 
could have sane a page three times a year ¢ 
and journals sent in by readers of the 
about capitalism (assuming this is what * 


«ff 
oe 


Haringey: "That the Party should er 
Election, funcs pemiitt 
S,W,london Amend: “Delete tat least one 


Buick, Haringey, In spite of the Pa ei 
Election campaign, we still rogart. : 
electio.as basically as a token ct 
capitalist partics cad that we t 
changs socicty, It is good 
E.C, down to contesting at 


is, 


Mess, Swansea, in support. We eanmnot afford to contest too ma 

7 ; — 
sost teo much ani dissipate Party members’ energies, Local preety a ~ wey 
contest, they cost little ani get socialist ideas acro ears ee 


~ ss toa f 
In 4 General Flection the Party gets a wider covering in the ate munber of people, 
Yami ,Glasgow, .asgow Branch is evenly divided on this (6-6 in suppert), I give my 


own ve ee The Parliamentary Repart en the 1970 Election confirms what I ani 
was ool eat a Foaiose Saying for a leng time, The response fmm members 
Manifesto delivanen “aol Se ee ae 
7 er 8 members in attonda ‘ rer ap fa a oe oe a ee 
ene ae nes out of all the Iondon members, This is a far cry frm 
¥ palmy days of 1945 at Paddington or even 1966, which I unferstam was an 
exhilarating experience, Where has the enthusiasm gone? The truth is that members 
have realised that it is all just a mighty gesture, All we have discovered, and it 
has already cost us a lot of money, is what we already knew, that the vwrking class 
are as yet nowhere near our level cf consciousness, We find this out at imioor md 
outdoor meetings, At this stage in the game contesting elections is futile, I am no 
ant i-parliamentarian — one day it will be worth while, Until then it is a wste of 
time, money and energy, and we lose enthusiasm, Im 1970 there was almost no 
coverage from the local Press and some of it was half-baked am even ineorrect, 
Baldwin, Parlisnentary Cttee: I repudiate almost everything Comrade Vami has said 
and his whole attitude, If anyone has lost enthusiasm it is Glasgow who havs 
apparently got their fingers burnt, In Clapham ve still have the enthusiasm to do it 
again, We are a political party, and whether or not the capitalist Press gives us 
publicity we still have to fight in the political arena, Glasgow say it is 
premature, When is it going te be the time? The "S,S" loses us money every year but 
we dont pack this up as well, Let us recognise that our resources are limited in 
personcl and finance but tnke ourselves seriously as a political party. We should 
have Press Officers to see there is no serambling in the capitalist Press, At 
Election times political involvement is hich, have the couzage to put forward the 
alternative to the present system am regard elections as part of the general 
activities of the S.P.G,B, as a political party, 
BtArcy, Carmien, We are not onposed to the Party contesting elections but we think 
that when you set out to do this dont put it on the egenda as an article of faith, as 
some kind of religious thing you rust do in all circumstances, This is the wrong 
approach, The Party ean always judge a situation, ‘co might have better resources at 
some times than at others, Sinee 1945 there has been a lack of enthusiasm among some 
members to earry out this kini of work and one of the contributory factors has been 
that the Rule Book has been altered so that we now allow other people to sign the 
Nomination Paper instead of Party members, In the last election we contested there 
were no mectings, no literature saleSnnd no canvassing ~- it was not the 5,°.G.B, 
contesting at all, it wes a non-event with derisory results, Camen Branch tale the 
view that we must alway be prepared to assess conditions as we find them am take 
political action whon we think fit, West London were opposed, 
Ma y, Westminster, in support, When are we going to take ourselves seriously? What is 
a suecessful cempaign? In my view it is not juct writing out 20,000 envelepes — 
eny eommercial office can do thai for you, A successfil Election campaign consists 
of that work which only members of the S,P.G.B, @¢an do, ami last time we did not 
do it. Im 1945 there were a dozen members out every night, The last Election cost 
us £700, Iam in favour of electoral activity but the Party has made mistakes ani 
one was in eontesting Haclmey, The chap who held the sent in Hackney had a 
tromendous majority and he was not even given Press eoverage, If you want to 
oe elections you rust be prepared to take part even at a minimm of only ous in 
e years, 
Knox, Birmingham, ‘le should contest an election vhen the tine is suitable ami when we 
ean got the best return for the outlay, Mid,Herts, against the resalution on the 
grounds that the E,C, should not be tied, The E,C, already has power to arre 
the contesti mie « nge for 
contesting of an election at any time, SGnith, Bimiingha,, WW t 
contesti el i a ee cannot avoid 
— ng ections it is &n the Declaration of Princinvles, 
en Craden, We all know we are going to contest dlections eventually: all we 
@ concerned with is the best tino to eontest, Camien Braznch would like it unfor 
wtane taat if we vote against this proposition it is boeause the E.C, can at the 
moment decide to contest any election = leave the decision in the hanis of the B.C. 


4 
oO”. 
3 
Lae a> or 
hes 
Ambridge, Swansea, abstaining. We seom to have become desperate — we mst contest “ 


come what may, Your desperation and disillusioment arise from the fact that you 
go into those elections almost blind and members expect far more than was ever 
possible, The E.C, as part of the Mrty is comutted to electoral activity, Inok 
at the situation realistically, If you want to bo a political party you must accept 
the consequences, 
S.‘7,London Anondnent LOST 10-27 
Haringey Resolution CARRIED 23-22 


———e ee eet Oe ee ee ee 
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_POLICY (taken in conjunction with K,and L, of Agenda on Trade Unions): 
Carxien "That this Conference affirns that tho Socialist Party of Great Britain 


has as its sole object the establishnont of Socialism, It is a 
revolutionary Party based on the class struggle, All reforms are put into 
operation on behalf of one section or another of the capitalists in their 
own interests, even though some may contain incidental advantages to tie 
workers, The Socialist Party of Great Britain is opposed to the workers 
wasting and energy in attempting tv improve capitalism by means of reforms, 
—— obscuring the class struggle, Oonsequently, the Party cannot support 

any action aimed at gaining or maintaining a reform as such support would 
not only eonfuse the workers but it would overlook the fact that the 
Party's sole object is the ostablishnent of Socialism, We must therefore 
confine ourselves directly to the furtherames of that object ani not take 
any steps up the blind alley of reformim, 

This stetenent deals with reforms, not with the Party's attitude to 

the struggle of the workers on the industrial field”, 


Mi. Bd He xt 8,80 oni, "Belete Sri sentonce, Delete 2nd paragraph. 
W,london * "Delote the last paragraph", 
Swansea Amend "Delete after the words 'Consequently the Farty canot’? the 


word ‘support’ and insert the word ‘advocate't and delete aftor the 
words 'maintaining a reform as such’ the word ‘support’ and insert 
the word ‘action'®, 


Yostminster Anem, “Delete ‘class struggle’ on line 11 and replace with ‘true 
nature of the class strurglo and Socialism am being, in fact, 
a rejection of the Socoiali st solution'”", 


Yardy, There are two kinis of things we say about Trade Unions = 
their actions , thelr organisation eoncerning gtrilms otc, a =| 
concerned with here, We approsch this from a limited ee 
Party's first Manifesto publishei shortly after its foz . 
about Trade Unions, It -ontained a for: of words which © 
in a pamphlet and generally circulated and ro-affirmod ¢ 
We are in agreonont with working class action on tho 4 
@ clear recognition of the workers’ position in foci 
nocossarily resulting therefron, ‘hat Canden Branch i 
yoars agp tried to give that original formula sone 
ete, from day to day, But more recently there — 
towaris Trade Union orginisnation ani strikes, i& 
including the proper use of the strike weapon, hes 
But if we say that workers ought to support a str: ys 
means sarnething different - it could mean that we x a 
strike with money and take active steps, We do — , 
eall on manbers to come out on strike irrespective o 
oint but 1t can lead to misunderstanding, “hat I sa 
cata to others, They carie out on strike ani fo 
ters of a ‘special case’, Thoy were not propared 
Claim with other nationalised industries, L 
members, not for the benefit of the working class 
eriticised the closed shop which eniled up 
executives and tie employers to keep other p 
of Traie Unions fighting the same battie < 
night consider we were being more — h 


- 


WN 


1S, 
their linitations but what the Party considers the gross orrors they make in the 
methods they are using, We should get back to our attitude of years ago when we 
had a more critical and useful attitude, MpClatchie, Carten, speaking for himself, 


I contend that the Party should have nothing to do with Trade Unions, Trade Unions 
have changed over the years for the worst, You should remomber the difforeme 
between our organisation and that of Trade Unions where cach is organised for the 
benefit of its own members am aro prepared to fight each other, We should not 
become involved in this sort of argument, ani we do not always have adequate 
information, 

Vanni, Glasgow,asked for an example of our uncritical support, and D'aércy quoted fran 
the "S,S" which gave uncritical support to the postal workers, We stated that we 
were supporting them and that we should give them funds, ‘ve are becaning too 
pro-occupied with this sort of thing e it is a dead end, Ye are on the sffe of the 
workers and it is time the Trade Unions gave ug, some support, K, Phight, Mid, Herts, 
Tho significant thing has been said by McClatchie in the seme that he points out 
that Trade Unions have boen dividing the wrkers, The control of them is now in the 
hands of a bureaucracy, In the U.S, Trade Union leaders have accepted wholesale 
redundancies on the part of their members to get better pay for the others, Our 
attitude towards individual strikes should not be one of uncritical support, 

An Faling delecate quoted from the "S,S" to the effect that we had not been 
uncritical with regard to the miners’ strike, 


4 


Birmingham; Is there too much of a distinction made between ‘industrial’ and 
political’ action? 
McDonagh, Birmingham, Tore is no great distinction, Smith, Birmingham, In the 
"S.S" wo see a number of allusions to the distinction between industrial action ani 
political action, I do not think the distinction is made clear enough, Je fending 
wages is a political action but a different type of political action than the ono we 
tako for tho attainment of socialism, Workers fighting to improve their wages is in 
itself a political action, Moss, Swansea, ‘The Party makes a clear distinetion 
between industrial and political action, The former is about the division of 
surplus value, Political action is not, In this country the differeme is becaning 
less distinct, In Italy you fini that strikos do not take place merely on the 
division of surplus value but on ref.ims for better housing, a health service etc, 
If a Socialist Party was formed thore could they nake this distinction? I think not, 
Tie whole idea of ‘distinction’ should bo more elosely reviewed, 
Lawrence, Caz.ion, winding up for Caiden's vesolution on roforms, Over the years this 
4s an issuo which has boon debated at various tines, .e simply wanted to have a 
sinple statement which combined the whole historical outlook of the Party on the 
subject with the situation as it is now so that we have a statement in 197% without 
having to refer back to past yoars, Hdwards, london, We agroe with McClatchie 
ami Swansea, The aetions of Trade Unions in pressing for higher Wages etc, ar no 
less a reform than the ones the Labour Party is putting forward ~- school meals etc, 
The Party's attitude to Trade Unions generally should be one of opposition, 
Moss, Swansea, agrees with Candon's statement as such but regarding Swanmea'a 
anendnent, he thought that ‘advocate’ expresses more precisely what tho Party's 
attitude is, In certain circumstances the Party sould support a reform, In the 
first orld War the capitalist class sought to romove from C.0's their voting rights, 
The Party could support a move for the votes to be restored, The French eapitalist 
class saw tit to declare illegal certain political groups as a danger to security, 
In these circumstances I presume the Party would support moves to restore the r’zht 
of assembly to all political groups, ie would support a move for free transport, 
thomas, Westminster: We put this dewn to clarify Camden's statement with which we 
are in general agreement, The class struggle is not osecured - most people will, 
cencede what there ic a class st#irglo but referms obscure waat the class struggle is 
about, Kerr, Redbridce: Vhat is tho difference between advocate ami support? 
Adveceting is tho same as supporting, Lewisham wanted the third parngroph left in - 
Industrial action is quite difforent from political action and were in support of 
the Camden resolution 1s it stands, Judd, Lewisham, We should stress the futility 
ef all reforms, A socinlist is net concerned with crumbs, The idea that political 
reforms and the struggle of the workers in the industrial field are one and the same 
is a dangerous notion - we have slwnys made a distincticn between them, 
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K, Knight, Mid Horts Wo will suppert the reselutien if it 1s acceptei with our 
amendment, but censider the third sentence is teo sweeping, It is time we gave up 
the idea that the industrial field is unique, Industrial action is reform actien, 


Sentence three is inaccurate, Thore are many reforms which are not in the interest 
ef the capitalist elass directly er a sectien of thea, Ealing, If the werkers 
in Russia wanted more demaricy w should have te support then, Hardy, All this 
discussion shows the need to look at this questien properly, A lot of members do 
net know what the nrty's present pxsition is, It is embodied in various docunents 
ecenfirmed in 1971, WW stnatenent adopted by Ocnference or Party poll has ever 


authorised the Party to adveenate or support any refrrm with the sole exception of 
the Member of Parllanmaut, 


There was some centroversy in the Party in 1911 over 
what a socialist M.P, would de in the House ef Oormmens, A document adopted by a 
Party poll stated that if there is a Bill in its detailed fom in the House of 


Gormons which might contain something of benefit te the working class thse Party 
would tell the M,P. to vote cither for or against it, or abstain, as dictated by 
the advancement of our Object, i.e. would it benefit the whole secialist movement, 


the whole of the working class? The Party has never been committed to support any~ 
thing in the House of Commons except in the light of our Object, 


Holford, Brighton, 
suggested that it ws inconsistent for an S,P.G.B, camlidate on the eve ef an 
Election to oppose reforms and them, in Parliament, to consider then on their 
merits, Potor Lawrence considered the resolution totally inadequate — not 
sufficiently comprehensive, 


It attempts to put all reforms inte ono basket and 
would commit us to an attitude of epposition to all reforms, ‘% should be a 


sectarian Party withdrawn from the wrld in which we live, Capitalism adjusts 
itself from one situation to anmothor, Political reforzs arc isgislated over the 
whole social and econoriic ficld and concern themselves with a wide range of subject- 
matter, some more inportant than others, We should consider all reforms as they 
relate to socialism, Some aro straight forward, i.e, an attempt by the Goverment 
to limit the effectiveness of Trade Unions in general by restricting picketing, 

The best thing we can do is te put them in thoir social perspective as they reflect 
a change in moral attitudes which in the long run can be helpful in the establish- 
nent »f socialisn, 


Weigh then up on their merits, The surest way to achieve the 
objects the reformists say they want is to support a secialist mevenent. 


fbridge, Swansea, The reselution is coxtrery to-what the Party has already agreed 
toe, 


Wo @n not advocate reforms but always remember that there are some refomse 
that might still benefit some hari-—up members of the wrking class, 


Mid,Verts, Ancndment 


W. london * 
Swansea bed 
Westmins * 
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FINANCIAL STaTEVMEM 


There was no time left in which to cen 
promised that a financial statenent will be 
report is received from the new Audifer a + 


The E,C's Report to Conference was adop 


a 


All Items on the Arenda were dealt wit 


